In Iraq an industrial revolution is in full swing and is advancing more quickly than is fully appreciated. Most Iraqi industrialists have learned from the lessons of history and are not committing all the blunders made by the industrialists of the nineteenth century in Europe.
The biggest and most important industry in Iraq is undoubtedly agriculture, and great efforts are now being made to mechanize and to introduce modern methods of irrigation and fertilization. In England agriculture is one of the healthiest occupations but in Iraq it is the reverse. Iraq is divisible into a number of distinct areas according to the nature of the land, and consequently the crops grown in each zone vary so that the health hazards differ likewise, but it is not exaggerating to state that the average agricultural worker (fellah) is a living pathological specimen as he is probably a victim of ankylostomiasis, ascariasis, malaria, bilharzia, trachoma, bejel, and possibly of tuberculosis also. If the various development schemes are allowed to proceed without the advice and wholehearted support and help of the public health specialists and sanitary engineers, such diseases as manmade malaria and bilharzia will spread to areas hitherto free, just as in Egypt.
At the present moment the Iraqi Government Principal Bureau of Statistics is undertaking an industrial survey, and though the results are not available yet, some information can be given. There are approximately 150 firms which employ 50 or more workers, of which the Iraq Petroleum Company is the biggest employer with a pay-roll of over 9,000. In addition, there are many more concerns which employ under 50 persons. Included in the over-50 group of industries are the oil concems, the weaving and leather manufactures, the brick and cement works, tobacco firms, date packing, cleansing of seeds, and repairs and maintenance of ships. The smaller workshops are extremely varied ranging from the smithies of iron, copper, silver, and gold, to saddle makers, mirror manufacturers, dyers, woolsorters, brush-makers, and tailors.
At present the health authorities do not effectively supervise the workshops, so that child labour is very common. Long hours, including nights, are worked, and frequently the work-places are dirty, badly illuminated, ill ventilated, overcrowded, and equipped with unprotected machinery. The environmental conditions found in some workshops are appalling; for example, in the old tanneries, the copper smithies, the tailors' attics, and the shoemakers' workshops. Naturally the health of the workers in the bad working environment is not satisfactory ; bad eyesight, injuries, and illness such as anaemias and tuberculosis are rife, and there is a high incidence of dermatitis.
The dermatological risks in some of the small uncontrolled workshops are well exemplified in the oldfashioned tanneries scattered throughout the country. The contact of the worker's unprotected, bare skin with deleterious solutions is so intimate and prolonged that in spite of the well-known resistance of the dark-skinned to irritants, lesions inevitably develop. Thus in one brief visit to an antiquated tannery in Mosul, I saw more cases of " trade holes " than in 25 years of my professional career. The main lesion is an excoriative, depigmenting and ulcerative dermatitis due to irritation from alkaline solutions used to remove fat from the hides and the subsequent use of chrome. Much less common, but by no means rare, is a malignant pustule contracted mainly by the workers engaged in plucking wool from the sheepskins. In the modern tanneries, which are now replacing the old workshops, these skin hazards are so minimized that dermatitis has become an uncommon occurrence.
A scrutiny of the newer concerns reveals a much rosier position. The biggest employer-the Iraq Petroleum Company-has started off with a health and welfare organization that will bear comparison with that of any other firm in the world. A first-class safety organization has been set up which includes a Safety Committee and a full-time Safety Officer. Therefore, although the presence of hydrogen sulphide in the oil at the main wells at Kirkuk constitutes a risk of the gravest magnitude, yet, owing to the very stringent measures which are being taken to enclose this dangerous oil hermetically from the well-head to the elimination of the gases by burning during the processing of the oil, there are no cases of gas poisoning. Similarly, in the engineering workshops the machines are well sited and guarded, and the shops clean, well-lit, and ventilated. The reason for the ability of a porter to handle such enormous loads is that from the start of his work he adoptE a method of handling and carrying which is physiologically sound.
Porters examined had been working for periods varying from three months to 50 years, so that it was possible to assess the effects of such an onerous task. The ill effects found were surprisingly few; thus 9% varicose veins, 4%I arthritis of the spinal column, 60o hernia, 3%O heart disease. Blood pressure was low (it is commonly low in Iraq) and the highest systolic pressure recorded was 160 and the lowest 90, with an average of 120 mm. Hg.
Nearly all the workers had a mild keratotic condition of the skin over the iliac crest due to friction of the loads over this site which bears the maximum weight.
It was unusual for the porters to be men of powerful build, and their average weight was 9 st. 10 lb. It is customary for the porters to work barefooted, and their feet are broad compared with a European's but singularly free from pes planum and hallux valgus.
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